
  

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL AND REGULATION COMMITTEE 
28 June 2021 

A report by the Executive Director for Economy and Infrastructure 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Application Reference No. 2/21/9001 
 
Application Type: Full Planning Permission 
 
Proposal: Installation of tribute sculpture and plaque on pedestrianised area in the 
vicinity of Workington Railway Station. 
 
Location: Workington Railway Station, Belle Isle Place, Workington, CA14 2XE 
 
Applicant: Cumbria County Council 
 
Date Valid: 17 March 2021 
 
Reason for Committee Level Decision: Application made by Executive Director for   

Economy and Infrastructure 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

1.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 

1.1 That Planning Permission be granted subject to conditions as set out in Appendix 
1 to this report  

2.0 THE PROPOSAL 
 

2.1 Planning permission is sought for the installation of a tribute sculpture and plaque 
on a pedestrianised area to the frontage of Workington Railway Station, Belle Isle 
Street, Workington, CA14 2XE 

2.2 The sculpture has been commissioned and is presently in existence and will be 
relocated to the application site. The sculpture commemorates the steel making 
industry and in particular Henry Bessemer who was a prominent figure in the 
industry and invented the ‘Bessemer process’ of steel making, which was the first 
process of mass steel production in the UK. Workington became an important 
area for steel making due to the raw materials being located close to the town 
and its history of iron smelting.  

2.3 The sculpture is of modest size, measuring 2.46 metres in height and 1.3 metres 
wide at the base and weighing 6 tonnes. The material used for the sculpture is 
carboniferous limestone, which is the same material used in the ‘Bessemer’ 
process. 

2.4 The proposal is to install a tribute sculpture and associated plaque on the station 
pedestrian area, close to the vehicle turning area to the front of the station. The 
location is considered particularly suitable as the theme of the sculpture ties in 
with the station and its historic context, together with its pivotal role in 
transporting raw materials for the steel industry.  

2.5 The site has also been chosen as it will complement the existing heritage 
projects at the station – a site in the centre of Workington was also considered 
but did not come forward due to issues with securing the agreement of the 



  

landowner. 

 

3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 

3.1 The location of the sculpture will be to the front of the railway buildings, facing the 
A597 road and Viaduct Street to the north. Its location will be on an area of 
paving which separates a vehicle turn around area/drop off point and a 
pedestrian access route to the station from the existing parking area. 

3.2 The site of the sculpture is located just outside the St. Michael’s conservation 
area located to the north of the proposed location of the sculpture – part of the 
railway station is located within the conversation area.  

3.3 The immediately surrounding area is of an open character with few significant 
features – principally the site consists of a parking area and paved pedestrians 
walking routes to and from the station. 

 

4.0 SITE PLANNING HISTORY 
 

4.1 Planning permission was granted on 4 August 2015 (2/14/9019) for 

redevelopment of the station consisting of 143 parking spaces in addition to the 

vehicle drop off area and paving areas upon which the statue and plaque will be 

located. 

 

5.0 CONSULTATIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS 
 

5.1 Allerdale Borough Council Planning Department: No objections – the proposal 
would offer a visually interesting feature and would not harm the character of the 
area or the setting of the station buildings. 

5.2 Cumbria County Council - Cumbria Highways and Local Flood Risk Management 
(Allerdale & Copeland west area): No objections – the details show at least a 2-
metre clearance around the proposed structure for pedestrians. A street works 
permit will also be required prior to any work commencing   

5.3 St Michael's ED - Mr AL Barry: No comments received  

5.4 Workington Town Council: No comments received 

5.5 No representations have been received. 

 

6.0 PLANNING POLICY 
 

6.1 Section 38(6) of the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 provides that 
planning applications must be determined in accordance with the development 
plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. Government policy is a 
material consideration that must be given appropriate weight in the decision-
making process. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/part/3/crossheading/development-plan
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents


  

6.2 Allerdale Local Plan Part 1: Strategic and Development Management Policies 
2014-2029 (ALP Part 1) - adopted July 2014 – the following polices are 
applicable; 

S1: Presumption in favour of sustainable development 

S4: Design principles 

 

6.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in a revised and 
updated form in February 2019. The national online Planning Practice Guidance 
(PPG) suite was launched in March 2014 and is continually updated. Both are 
material considerations in the determination of planning applications. The 
following sections and paragraphs of the NPPF are considered to be relevant to 
the determination of this application: 

 Section 2: Achieving sustainable development 

 

7.0 PLANNING ASSESSMENT 
 

7.1 The key planning issues relevant to the proposed scheme are considered to be: 

7.2 What visual impact does the proposal have on the site and adjoining 
conservation area? 

7.3 The proposed location of the sculpture and plaque is prominent to public views 
from the A597 highway and to station users. It is located within an open area with 
few features, other than large areas of paving within the backdrop of the station 
buildings which have quite significant architectural interest. Areas of parking also 
dominate the scene, part of the improvements made to the site following the 
granting of planning permission in 2015. The St. Michaels conservation area 
boundary is located immediately to the north of the location but is not affected by 
the proposal given its limited scale and that no significant features of this 
conservation area will be affected adversely. I consider, given the materials of 
the sculpture (stone) and small scale of the proposed sculpture that it will have a 
minor impact on the area with the additional plaque also having a very limited 
impact. In fact, I consider there will be some positive impacts, creating an 
interesting feature in the area and adding some variety to the street scene in this 
location which is devoid of other similar features. I consider, therefore, that the 
proposal complies with policies S1 and S4 of the Allerdale local plan, part 1.  

7.4 Will the proposal result in any impacts on highway or pedestrian safety? 

7.5 The sculpture is to be located close to the pedestrian access to the station from 
the car parking areas, however, the actual location of the structure will allow and 
maintain adequate movement and access for pedestrians and will not impede the 
existing paved pedestrian route. The existing highway and vehicle turning area 
will also be unaffected by the proposal. I can therefore conclude that there will be 
no adverse impacts on highway or pedestrian safety. 

8.0 CONCLUSION 
 

8.1 I consider the location of the sculpture and plaque on the application site close to 
the railway station to have no significant negative effects upon it in terms of the 

http://www.allerdale.gov.uk/downloads/Adopted_Allerdale_Local_Plan_(Part_1)_-_Final_Version_290714.pdf
http://www.allerdale.gov.uk/downloads/Adopted_Allerdale_Local_Plan_(Part_1)_-_Final_Version_290714.pdf
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/


  

character of the area. I consider that the sculpture and plaque will add visual 
interest to the site and will not lead to a cluttered appearance given the lack of 
any similar features in this location. The setting of the adjoining conservation 
area will also be maintained. I conclude therefore that the proposal is in 
compliance with development plan policy (policy S4 of the Allerdale local plan).  

8.2 I cannot identify any significant adverse impacts on pedestrians using the station 
given that adequate space will be maintained around the sculpture to maintain 
safe use of all pedestrian routes. 

8.3 In summary, I consider that the proposed development is in accordance with the 
development plan, there are no material considerations that indicate the decision 
should be made otherwise and with the planning conditions proposed, any 
potential harm would reasonably be mitigated.  I therefore recommend that this 
application be granted subject to conditions. 

 

Human Rights 
 

8.4 Given the nature and purpose of the proposed development no Convention 
Rights as set out in the Human Rights Act 1998 would be affected.  

Angela Jones 
Executive Director for Economy and Infrastructure 

 
Contact: Mr Richard Cryer 
 

Electoral Division Identification: St. Michaels, Workington



  

Appendix 1 
Ref No. 2/21/9001 

Development Control and Regulation Committee – 28 June 2021 
 

Appendix 1 - PROPOSED PLANNING CONDITIONS 
 
 

Time Limit for Implementation of Permission 
 

1.  The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three 
years from the date of this permission. 

   

Reason: To comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as 
amended by Section 51 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
2004. 

 

Approved Scheme 
 

2.  The development hereby permitted shall be carried out, except where modified 
by the conditions to this permission, in accordance with the following:  
 

a. The submitted Application Form – dated 12 March 2021 
b. Plans numbered and named: 

i) Location plan 1:1250, received on 18 March 2021 
ii) Existing site plan 1:1250, received on 17 March 2021 
iii) Proposed site plan, 1:1250, received on 17 March 2021 
iv) Proposed site plan, 1:250, received on 17 March 2021 
v) Sculpture dimensioned installation plan, received on 17 March 2021 
vi) Plaque sketch with dimensions, received 17 March 2021 
vii) Sculpture rear hand elevation 
viii) Plaque – front view 
ix) Plaque – side elevation 
x) Sculpture – rear view 
xi) Sculpture, front view 
xii) Detailed site plan showing location of the sculpture in relation to the 

pedestrian route, received 2 June 2021 
 
 

   

Reason: To ensure the development is carried out to an approved appropriate 
standard and to avoid confusion as to what comprises the approved 
scheme. 

 

 
 
Informative: 
 

1. The applicant’s attention is drawn to the requirement to obtain an 
appropriate street works permit prior to any works commencing and should 
contact streetworks,central@cumbria.gov.uk for more details. 

   

  
   

  
 

 

 



  

Appendix 2 
Ref No. 2/21/9001 

Development Control and Regulation Committee -  
 

Appendix 2 - PLAN OF SITE LOCATION/EXTENT 
 

 
 

 


